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On Budding Historical Materialism in The Holy Family and

Its Historical Significance
MA Jing-yue
(School of Marxism, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: From The Manuscript of Economics and Philosophy in 1844 to The Holy Family, and then to The
German Ideology, Marx’s historical materialism has experienced a development process from gestation to birth
and from germination to formation. In the process of the development of Marx’s historical materialism, The Holy
Family is a very important work and cannot be ignored. In The Holy Family, Marx and Engels repeatedly and
thoroughly criticized Hegel’s speculative philosophy by criticizing Bauer’s philosophy of idealism, and combined
the criticism of German philosophical idealism with the clarification of the important principles of historical mate—
rialism, forming preliminary statements of some critical viewpoints of historical materialism, which laid a theoreti—
cal foundation for the formation of historical materialism.
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