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Preliminary Study of the Impact of Ocean Navigation to

Ceylon by Zheng He
ZHENG Zi-hai
(Zheng He Research Association of Jiangsu Province, Nantong 226010, China)

Abstract: Zheng He’s Voyages to Western Oceans was the feat of ocean voyages in the world, spread cul-
ture and skills, and promoted exchanges between China and other countries. “Zheng He Stele” recorded the
friendly exchanges between the Ming Dynasty and ancient Ceylon, and has become an important symbol of good
friendship between contemporary Chinese and Sri Lankan people. Zheng He’s fleet of ocean navigation, through
five ports, has been anchored in different ports, divided into separate voyages, explored more routes, ensured safe
navigation, and satisfied the supply of fresh water and food. The ancient “Stilt Fishing” and “Apron—flashing”
ships in Sri Lanka have obvious marked with Chinese skills, or have spread them by ocean navigation officers
and soldiers of Zheng He’s fleet, which needs further research and exploration.
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