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Mission and Contribution of Zheng He’s Seventh Voyage

to Western Ocean
CHEN Ping-ping', SUN Mei—shu?
(1.Dept. of Life Science, Nanjing Xiaozhuang University, Nanjing 210017, China;
2. The Third High School of Nanjing, Nanjing 210001, China)

Abstract: Zheng He’s seventh voyage to Western Ocean was the continuation and end of his six voyages to
Western Ocean during the Ming Dynasty’s Zhu Di period. Ming Dynasty Xuanzong Emperor Zhu Zhanji was the
decision maker and driver of Zheng He’s seventh voyage to Western Ocean. Zheng He and Wang Jinghong were
the representing ambassadors of the voyage. Backed by strong national comprehensive power, based on mixed
invincible naval missionary fleet, and guided by the concept of peace, friendship, mutual benefit, common
development, and ~“sharing the happiness of peace”, the voyage was carried out with the mission of developing
tributary relations between many countries and the Ming Dynasty; it mediated international disputes to maintain
regional peace; renovated overseas bases, restored and expanded the eastern and western transport routes; carried
out trade and procurement of materials; promoted the exchanges and peaceful development of politics, economy,
culture, religion, and property in countries in Asia and Africa; consolidated the important mission of the Ming
Dynasty and its dominant position in the international arena. Zheng He’s seventh voyage to Western Ocean,
crossing 26 countries in three—year period, was a large—scale peace diplomacy and maritime activity, reflecting
the concept of peace and common development in  “respecting the heavens and the people, helping to share the
happiness of peace”.

Key words: Zheng He’s Voyages to Western Ocean; missionary fleet; Emperor Ming Dynasty; traffic routes



