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Countermeasures for Night Navigation in Jiangsu Section of the

Yangtze River Following the Opening of 12.5m Deep Water Channel
TAO Li—xin, CAO Jin—hai
(Zhenjiang Pilot Station, Yangtze River Pilotage Center, Zhenjiang 212000, China)

Abstract: Along with the implementation of the national plan to build the Yangtze River golden waterway as
well as combined with the initial opening of the 12.5m deep—water channel in Jiangsu section of the Yangtze Riv—
er, the Yangize River pilot followed a section—based pilot model, and the night navigation of the Yangtze River in
Jiangsu section was officially opened in July 2003. Its opening has brought strong driving force to the economic
development along the Yangtze River. Meanwhile, the night navigation of large—sized sea—going vessels has be—
come normal; the difficulty in identifying ships has increased; the navigable environment has become more com-
plicated; and the pressure of ship’s night navigation has increased. Therefore, before night navigation, pilots must
ensure adequate rest, and maintain a good physical condition and mental state, and enhance their resistance to
pressure. The pilots must carry out timely learning according to their own characteristics, check for omissions and
fill gaps, and carry out some targeted exercises to improve their piloting ability and good professionalism, and
perform well in ship’s night piloting.
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