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From Turkey to China: A Model of Sea—land Cultural Exchange

from the Perspective of Ancient Silk Road Research
ZHENG Zi-hai
(Jiangsu Zheng He Research Association, Nantong 226010, China)

Abstract: The land and sea transportation in Ancient Turkey has been well developed, which was used to
be the center of trade and cultural exchanges between Europe and Asia. Historically, the sea and land trade as
well as cultural exchanges were frequent between China and Turkey. Istanbul is located in an important Eurasian
transportation hub, which has a long history and is still an important city on the Silk Road. The navigational an—
chor culture between China and Turkey has a long history, also sharing similarities. The clues of ancient iron an—
chors were found in Turkey at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. It is worth studying more by experts and schol-
ars. Guarding the main traffic roads of land and sea transportation shaped the status of ancient Turkey as the
center of land and sea trade. It has owned the world’s largest indoor grand bazaar and has become the world’s
spice trading country. The ancient Silk Road map represented by the Map of Mongolian Landscape in Ming Dy—
nasty is a testimony to the large—scale trade exchanges between the East and the West, which also confirms the
history of cultural exchanges between the two countries.
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