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Analysis of Zhang Zai’s “Virtue Knowing” and Socrates’ Moral

Views of “Virtue Being Knowledge”
GU Jun—xia
(Department of Philosophical Teaching and Research, Zhejiang Provincial Committee Party School,
Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: The thoughts of Zhang Zai and Socrates respectively represent two different ethical traditions in
China and the West, and “virtue knowing” and “virtue being knowledge” occupy an important position in their
thoughts. A careful analysis reveals that these two ideas not only exist differences in Chinese and Western ethics,
but also contain commonalities between Chinese and Western ethics. Under the background of modern moral cul-
ture level being like treading on thin ice, re—examining and comparing the similarities and differences between
the two traditional moral thought theories has extremely important theoretical value and practical significance for
seeking the possibility of future dialogue and exchange between Chinese and Western philosophy.
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