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Application and Perfection of Cross—examination System of

Criminal Procedure in China
XIA Bang', WU Tong’
(1. School of Philosophy, Law and Political Science, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China;
2. School of Criminal Justice, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: The cross—examination system of the common law system includes the main inquiry to the wit—
nesses of the self-side and the counter—inquiry to the witnesses of the counterpart. Although China’s Criminal
Procedure Law and other laws and regulations indicate that a general framework for cross—examination has been
established, due to factors such as written trial mode, system transplantation of extraterritorial litigation mode, and
emphasis on the efficiency of litigation and litigation goals of entity’s authenticity, the domestic cross—examina—
tion system is subject to rule deficiencies and low witness attendance rates, and it appears to be more inclined to
“alternative questioning”. In order to promote the reform of the trial-centered litigation system and strengthen the
application of the cross—examination system in court trials in China, it is necessary to increase the attendance
rate of witnesses, optimize specific inquiry rules, and improve related supporting systems to exert unique role in
the context of criminal litigation in China.

Key words: cross—examination system; witness appearance in court; court investigation procedure; court tri—

al substantiation



