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Wang Jing—hong Following Emperor Tai—zong’s Patrol to
North Expedition and Impracticable to Make Six Voyages to

Western Oceans During Yong-le Period
CHEN Ping-ping', SUN Mei—shu?
(1. Department of Life Sciences, Nanjing Xiao—zhuang University, Nanjing 210017, China;
2. Nanjing 3" High School, Nanjing 210001, China)

Abstract: The mainstream view of contemporary study on Wang Jing —hong and Zheng He’s voyages to
western oceans: it is believed that Wang Jing—hong and Zheng He were both envoys during Yong—le period and
they made six voyages to western oceans. According to local chronicles of the Qing Dynasty, Wang Jing—hong was
confirmed to be born in Zhang—ping nowadays in Fujian. After examination and analysis, there is an irreconcil—
able contradiction between the two. There were no records about Wang Jing—hong’s six voyages to western oceans
during Yong-le period both in Ming Dynasty Emperor Tai—zong’s Records and local chronicles of the Qing Dy—
nasty, the former argument of which has not been supported. There have been records on Wang Jing—hong fol-
lowing Emperor Tai—zong’s patrol to north expedition, which was also reflected in local chronicles of the Ming
Dynasty; their time was consistent with the periods of Zheng He s second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth voyages to
western oceans, which was simultaneous. Thus it was impossible to be divided since Wang Jing—hong followed
Emperor Tai-zong’s patrol to north expedition, which means he could not sail with Zheng He for the second,
third, fourth, fifth, and sixth voyages, as a result of which the argument of Wang Jing—hong following Emperor
Tai-zong’s patrol to north expedition was rejected.

Key words: Wang Jing—hong; Emperor Tai—zong’s patrol to north expedition; Zheng He’s voyages to west—

ern oceans



