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A Critical Review of “Weird Status Quos” of Capitalism in Capital

LI Shi-li

(School of Marxism, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: Marx critically analyzes the three “weird status quos” existing in capitalist society in Capital ——

“the dead catches the living”, “the dead labor rules the living labor” and “the living opposes the living and the

living opposes the dead”, by which the narrative of the nature and logic of capital was completed. Marx’s method

applied for the analysis from the surface phenomenon to deep essence provides a model demonstration for

understanding and analyzing social reality; Marx’s conclusion provides theoretical guidance for better building

socialism with Chinese characteristics.
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