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Dialectical View on Public Opinion
LU Xiao—yun
(Dept. of Basic Education, Nantong Vocational & Technical Shipping College, Nantong 226010, China)

Abstract: It is held that public opinion is both rational and irrational. The emergence of irrational public
opinion has economic origin and more social and cultural origin. Personal interests are the economic origin de—
rived from irrational public opinion. Cultural customs, psychology, and habits are the social and cultural origin
derived from irrational public opinion. Public opinion expression is likely to be in an irrational state, affected by
network defects, personality defects, and idol worship. Irrational public opinion will affect the fairness of social
decision—-making. Therefore, the mass line education activities should strive to improve masses’ discriminative a—
bility and distinguish rational and irrational public opinions.

Key words: Public opinion; Irrationality; Decision—making; Justice
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