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Analysis of the Use of Colloquialism in the Evolution of Official
Documents

—On Rhetorical Techniques of Colloquialism in Official Documents
HUANG Xiao—fen', MAO Ling-ling’
(1. Department of Organization of the CPC Party Committee, Nantong Vocational and Technical Shipping College,
Nantong 226010, China;
2. Office of Discipline Inspection Commission, Nantong Vocational and Technical Shipping College,
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Abstract: Official documents are a kind of historical cultural and social phenomenon, and they play an im-
portant role in correctly transmitting information, communicating situations, and handling problems. Affected by
economic and social changes and development, official documents underwent lots of changes in the document
categories and language styles. The language presents two major development trends, i.e., the inherited use of
classical Chinese language and the flexible use of modern colloquialism, dynamically adapting to its economic, so—
cial, cultural and other environmental requirements of the times. The absorption of colloquialism and use of
rhetorical techniques in official documents are conducive to enhancing the vividness and readability of official
documents. Meanwhile, in view of the normative, accurate, and solemn nature of official documents, the use of
colloquialism needs to be adequate.
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