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Abstract: Discourse marker is a common component of discourse. The research on discourse markers is con—
ducted from the four aspects of grammatical competence, social language competence, discourse competence and
strategy competence. In Chinese and Japanese dialogues, discourse markers facilitate the coherence of the dia—
logue and the improvement of the communicative effects. Meanwhile, under the influence of cultural context, the
use of discourse markers varies from one individual language group to another in terms of frequency and custom.
Therefore, strengthened studies on discourse markers will make up for the weaknesses of syntax and semantics in
interpreting discourse in language interaction, which is expected to serve as a theoretical base for discourse anal—
ysis and the related disciplines.
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