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A Critical Study of the Gate of Sailing Abroad of Zheng He’s

Voyages to the Western Oceans—Wuhumen
SHI Cun—long
(China Waterborne Transport Research Institute, Ministry of Transport, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: For the gate of sailing abroad of Zheng He’s Voyages to the Western Oceans, there has not been
a special article discussing it in the research works of Zheng He at home and abroad. On this issue, there still
have been some misunderstandings since the Ming Dynasty, and it needs to be clarified. Through a critical study,
it is ascertained that the port of sailing abroad of Zheng He’s Voyages to the Western Oceans should be at
Wuhumen rather than other ports. Through the identification of Wuhumen’s geographical situation in coastal ar—
eas, its origin of name, and its ancient and modern administrative subordination, and the study of its functions in
ancient and modern ages, it is suggested to maintain the historical name of famous national gate in local naming.

Key words: Zheng He’s Voyages to the Western Oceans; national coastal gate; gate of navigation; Wuhu—
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